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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY OF 
MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH. 

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL. 
AT a meeting of the Council on June ioth, 189I, 
Professor W. H. Corfield in the chair, the Hen. 
Secretary (Dr. Sykes) reported that the following 
gentlemen had accepted the invitation t o  be- 
come honorary members of the Society :m 
Lord Herschell, Lord Balfour of Burleigh, Sir 
Trevor Lawrence, M.P., Francis Sharp Powell, 
M.P., Dr. Farquharson, M.P., Sir Lyon Playfair, 
M.P., Dr. Cameron, M.P., Sir John Lubbock, M.P., 
Sir Joseph Fayrer, Sir Douglas Maclagan, Sir Henry 
Roscoe, B.A., F.R.S., Dr. Grimshaw, Reg.-Gem 
Ireland; Sir Edwin Galsworthy; G. W. Hastings, 
M.P., Sir V. K. Barrington, Sir W. Lawrence, 
M.P., Sir Guyer Hunter, M.P. 

LETTER FROM SIR JOHN SIMON. 

The Hon. Secretary (Dr. Sykes) reported that 
in response to the invitation of the Society (see 
PUBLIC HEALTH, June ,  1891 , No.  14, p. 418)  to r ead  
a paper at the Congress on " T h e  Origin, Growth, 
and Development of the Sanitary Service of this 
Country," he had received the following reply : ~  

"4% Kensington Square, W., 
"Tuesday, May 26th, 1891. 

"DEAR SIR,--Through an accident connected 
with my temporary absence from home, your letter 
of the is th failed to reach me in due course ; and 
now, when at last I find it here on my return, my 
first duty is to beg your acceptance of my apologies 
for this involuntary ten days' delay in my answer 
to it. 

" Th e  invitation which you address to me from 
the Society of Medical Officers of Health is one con- 
ferring so much honour, and in terms so very kind 
and flattering, that I cannot but most heartily wish 
I had strength for the task to which I am invited ; 
and it is with extreme regret I find myself obliged 
to Say that I dare not attempt what is proposed. 
Advanced as I am in old age, and often very suffer- 
ing in health, I cannot promise myself with any 
approach to certainty, that I shall be able to attend, 
even as a listener, at any of the sittings of the 
Congress ; and I feel it would be infinitely beyond 
my little remnant of strength to attempt, on so im. 
portant a public occasion, the highly honourable, 
but not less arduous responsibility of speaking for 
so vast an interest as that to which the Society's 
invitation refers. 

"Le t  me beg you to do me the favour of express- 
ing for me to the Society, in the strongest terms, 

how deeply sensible I am of the honour of their 
invitation. And may I take leave to add that, 
amid the penalties of old age, I gratefully enjoy a 
most happy object of contemplation, in witnessing 
the many-sided work by which English health 
officers are steadily promoting the good of man- 
kind, and for the continued progress of which they 

will always, while I live, have the sincerest good 
wishes I can offer.mI beg to remain, my dear Sir, 
faithfully yours, JOHN SIMON. 

"John F. J. Sykes, Esq., Hen. Secretary, 
"Society Medical Officers of Health." 

MEMORIAL TO THE HOME SECRETARY. 

The Hen. Secretary presented the memorial 
which, according to a resolution of the Society,. 
had been sent to the Government, and also the 
reply received. The documents are as follows : -  

MEMORIAL. 
To the Right Hen. Henry Matthews~ Q.C., M.P., Her 

MajestF's Principal Secretary of State for the Home 
Department. 

Factories and Workshops BilL--Public Health (London) 
Law Amendment Bill. 

Bakehouses. 
The Memorial of the Sodety of Medical Officers of Health 

respectfully sheweth : -  
That the provisions of the Factory and ~,Vorkshops Act 

arc insufficient to secure the proper sanitary condition of 
bakehouses, and that for this purpose legislation is required 
to provide for 

L The licensing or registration of bakehouses. 
2. The power of entry at any time by the officers of the 

local sanitary authority. 
3- Power to the local sanitary authority to frame and 

enforce bye.laws as to (a) The position and construction of 
bakehouses, including their lighting, ventilation, drainage, 
and periodical cleansing ; (3) the materials and utensils 
employed in the manufacture of bread, pastry, etc. ; (c) the 
prevention of tke use of bakehouses for purposes other than 
that of the preparation of food ; (d) the prevention of the 
keeping of animals in bakehnuses ; (e) the prevention of the 
employment of persons suffering from infectious diseases in 
the preparation or manufacture of food. 

The Society therefore respectfully recommend the intro. 
duction of clauses to secure the abov~ objects into the 
Factory and Workshops Bill, and the Public Health (Lon- 
don) Law Amendment Bill now before Parliament. 

And your memorialists will ever pray, etc. 
Signed on behalf of the Society of Medical Officers of 

Health, 
HENRY E. ARMSTRONG, Prtslden& 
JoHN F. J. SYKES, Z-Ion. S¢c. 

Scottish Corporation Hall, 
Fleet Street, E.C., May, 189[. 

"Whitehall, June 3rd, 1891. 
"GENTLEMEN,mI am directed by the Secretary 

of State to acquaint you that he has had under his 
consideration the Memorial of the Society of 
Medical Officers of Health, urging the introduc- 
tion ~ato the Factories and Workshops Bill and 
the Public Health (London) Law Amendment 
Bill, now before Parliament, of clauses providing 
for (i) the Licensing or Registration of Bakehouses ; 
(2) the power of entry at any time by the officers of 
the local sanitary authority; and (3) for giving to the 
local sanitary authority power to frame and enforce 
bye-laws as to the ventilation and drainage of bake- 
houses, and as to various other matters in con- 
nection therewith. 

" I n  reply, I am to say, as regards the first point 
that a bakehouse being a workshop for the purpose 
in question, Clause 27 of the Factories and Work- 
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shops Bill, as amended by the Standing Committee, 
which requires notice to be given of the occupation 
of a workshop, will apply to bakehouses, and that 
the registration of bakehouses which the memorial 
recommends would thus appear to be secured. 

"As regards the second point, I am to refer the 
Society of Medical Officers of Health to Clause 
3 (2) of the Bill, which gives to the sanitary in- 
spector the Same power of entry as that conferred on 
the medical officer of health under section x 7 (i) 
of the Factory and Workshop Act, ~883. A bake- 
house is a workshop within the meaning of the Act. 

" I  am also to say that the proposals contained in 
the third paragraph of the memorial, so far as they 
relate to sanitation, being matters to be dealt with 
in a public health bill, a copy of the memorial 
has been forwarded to the Local Government 
Board.--I am, Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

"GODFREY LUSHINGTON. 

"Henry  E. Armstrong, Esq., President; 
"John F. J. Sykes, Esq., Honorary Secretary. 

" The Society of Medical Officers of Health, 
"Scottish Corporation Hall, 

°~ Fleet Street, E.C." 

PROCEEDINGS OF T H E  YORKSHIRE 
BRANCH OF T H E  SOCIETY OF MEDI- 
CAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.  

ON Tuesday, June 9th, a meeting of the York. 
shire Branch of the above society was held in the 
Council Chamber, Ramsden Street, Dr. J. Spottis- 
woode Cameron, of Leeds, formerly of Hudders- 
field, in the chair. 

There were present : Dr. J. R. Kaye (Hudders- 
field), Dr. W. L. Wade (Wakefield), Dr. W. H. F. 
Ramsden (Saddleworth), Dr. J. W. Mason (Hull), 
Dr. Mitchell Wilson (Doncaster), Dr. T. Smailes 
(Honley), Dr. A. Evans (Bradford), Dr. J. Shires 
(Liversedge), Dr. W. T. Broughton (Heckmond- 
wike), Dr. J. B. Walker (Golcar), Dr. F. F. Bond 
(Rastrick), and Dr. W. A. Whitelegge (medical 
officer to the CoUnty Council, Wakefield). Among 
the visitors were the Mayor (Alderman G. Sykes), 
Councillor Jessop and Councillor J. I. Brierley 
(chairman and vice-chairman of the Health Com- 
mittee), Alderman R. Hirst and Councillor Jordan 
(chairman and vice-chairman of the Sanitary Com- 
mittee), together with Dr. Orr, Dr. Pullon, and Dr. 
Macgregor (Huddersfield). 

In reply to a letter from the Central Society at 
London, suggesting that the annual meeting of the 
general society should be held in the North of 
England, it was resolved, on the motion of Dr. 
WILSOn, seconded by Dr. RAMSDZN, that the 
meeting should be held in Leeds, in the month of 
September, and that it be left to a sub-committee 
to make arrangements for the meeting. 

On the motion of the PRESIDENT, seconded by 

Dr. WADE, Dr. Mason, of Hull, was appointed 
secretary. 

Dr. MASGN acknowledged his election to the 
post, and said he would do his best to perform the 
duties satisfactorily. 

Dr. J. R. KAYE, the medical officer for Hudders- 
field, read the following . paper : - -  

, THE HISTORY OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL. 
Few chapters in history can be more interesting 

and instructive than a collection of information 
obtainable regarding the conditions of sanitation, 
in connection with sewerage, as they existed 
from the  earliest age up to the present time. 
Unfortunately the early history of sewage disposal, 
and even general sanitation, amongst congregated 
people is exceedingly meagre and conjectural, but 
we may be materially assisted by taking into con- 
sideration several by-studies, which I consider have 
a bearing, more or less direct, upon the hygienic 
conditions under which the people lived at various 
periods of the world's history. As throwing a side 
light on this somewhat obscure subject, let us glance 
at the conditions of civilization, the social life and 
habits of the people that prevailed in the past. We 
might also invoke the aid of antiquarian research, 
and in a cursory manner cull what information we 
can from the various styles and methods exhibited 
in the history of architecture. The early history 
of sanitation can only be gathered from scraps 
throughout the pages of Herodotus, Juvenal, Pliny, 
and other ancient authors. Herculus was one of 
the most thorough of ancient sanitarians, as we read 
of his having cleansed the Augean stables, and 
saved the Eleans from pestilence by draining their 
marshes. In the Iliad, the plague in the Greek 
camp was surmised to have resulted from the effect 
of the sun upon the filth which existed there. In 
Xenophon's Cyropaedia we find Cambyses, during 
a dialogue with his son on the management of the 
army, displaying a knowledge of preventive 
medicine. Physicians were mentioned as specially 
necessary, but Cambyses compared them to menders 
of torn garments, and advised his son thus : "Your 
chief anxiety should be to provide for health, for 
thou 0ughtest to prevent the army falling into 
sickness at all." Ulysses was cognisant of the 
efficacy of sulphurous acid, and Eidothea employed 
perfumes as deodorants. The story of the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire and 
brimstone would argue a very early recognition of 
the thorough disinfecting properties of those agents, 
and may not the Hell of Revelations--the lake 
burning with fire and brimstone--be an extension 
of the idea of material disinfection to the disinfec- 
tion of moral delinquencies? Hippocrates was 
an apostle of cleanliness and fresh air, and Justinian 
records "that  the unclean and unrepaired sewers 
threaten pestilential atmosphere, and are dangerous 
to health." In the book of Tobit we read of 
Asmodeus, the evil spirit of filth, having been exor- 
cised by smoke from the burning of a ram's heart. 


